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GUIDO OKLANDI TO GUIDO CAVALCANTI
sonnet
He answers the foregoing Sonnet, declaring himself Ids
Lady's Champion
To sound of trumpet rather than of horn,
I in Love's name would hold a battle-play
Of gentlemen in arms on Easter Day ;
And, sailing without oar or wind, be borne
Unto my joyful beauty ;  all that morn
To ride round her, in her cause seeking fray
Of arms writh all but thee, friend, who dost say
The truth of her, and whom all truths adorn.
And still I pray Our Lady's grace above,
Most reverently, that she whom my thoughts bear
In sweet remembrance own her Lord supreme.
Holding her honour dear, as doth behove,—
In God who therewithal sustaineth her
Let her abide, and not depart from Him.
XX.   TO DAOTE ALIGHIERI
sonnet
He rebukes Dante for Ms way of Life, after the Death of
Beatrice 1
I come to thee by daytime constantly,
But in thy thoughts too much of baseness find :
Greatly it grieves me for thy gentle mind,
And for thy many virtues gone from thee.
It was thy wont to shun much company,
Unto all sorry concourse ill inclined :
And still thy speech of me, heartfelt and kind,
Had made me treasure up thy poetry.
But now I dare not, for thine abject life,
Make manifest that I approve thy rhymes ;
Nor come I in such sort that thou mayst know.
Ah !  prythee read this sonnet many times :
So shall that evil one who bred this strife
Be thrust from thy dishonour d soul and go.
1 This interesting sonnet must refer to the same period of Dante's
life regarding which he has made Beatrice address him in words of
noble reproach when he meets her in Eden (Purg. C.

